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Join us for the next DGNA meeting on Thursday
January 5 at 7:00 PM at the home of Bob Russano and
Don Lindquist at 706 E. Grove. Become involved in
your neighborhood. All residents of Dimmitt’s
Grove are welcomed.

BLOOMINGTON PUBLIC
LIBRARY

This year in Adult Services, we are hosting a “Mit-
ten Tree.”

We invite customers and staff alike to donate hats,
gloves, scarves, and mittens to our holiday tree.
Items can be for children or adults.

The Mitten Tree will be located in Adult Services
beginning November 25, 2005 and ending January
2, 2006.

The library will donate items to local schools and
shelters.

Winters in Illinois are cold, wet, and windy. We
hope the warm items we gather during this year’s
holiday season on our Mitten Tree will keep some-
one cozy and comfortable.

Jane Chamberlain

KUDOS KORNER

Congratulations to the winners of this year’s Chili
Cook-Off. More than twenty neighbors enjoyed
three chilies, accompaniments, desserts, and the
beautiful fall weather. Winners were Dawn Peters
and Diana Krieg, Jamie and Kelly Mathy and Terry
Beitz and Brad Williams.

Thanks to our hostesses Melanie Hunter and Julia
Sutherland for the good food and drink and the op-
portunity to socialize with neighbors at this year’s
Traveling Social Hour. A good time was had by all.
Thanks too, to those who contributed wine and ap-
petizers.

OSCAR MANDEL HOUSE

MOVE ANNIVERSARY

November 15th marks the one year anniversary of
the Oscar Mandel House’s move from its original
location at 507 E. Washington, to its current home
at 402 E. Grove. It’s an important milestone and
one that lends itself to a moment of reflection.

What was

For years, the lots at 402 and 404-406 E. Grove
sat vacant after decades of neglect and misuse lead
to the eventual destruction of the remaining build-
ings, which occupied those sites. The lots eventu-
ally found a new use, as an informal neighborhood
dog park. Meanwhile, over at 507 E. Washington, a
house sat, slowly decaying. An architectural gem,
once the pride and joy of the family that had com-
missioned it to be built, was enduring decades of
neglect itself. Eventually the house sat alone, the
solitary remaining home in the entire 500 block of
Washington/Front Streets. The house sat in the
shadow of Wesley United Methodist Church and
was surrounded by a sea of black asphalt—envel-
oped by darkness——seemingly a reflection of the
“mood” of the house—lonely, deep, dark depres-
sion——and a sign of times to come.

What could have been
The church eventually secured ownership of the
house and the lot on which it sat, with the intent of
utilizing the lot for future expansion. The church
recognized the historical and architectural value of
the house and choose to explore options other than
demolition. What followed next was a long, drawn
out, and well publicized story with lots of drama.
Long story short, and a part of the story that Dawn
and I have shared with very few people, is that after
2 1/2 months of very concentrated effort to deter-
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Oscar Mandel House from page 1

mine if moving this house, that we had come to
love and saw so much potential in, was economi-
cally and logistically feasible, we were preparing
ourselves for the inevitable—despite our best ef-
forts, it just wasn’t going to happen. We left town
on October 2nd for a long planned weekend in Min-
neapolis-St. Paul. We had planned to notify the
church of our decision the following week, with
another in a series of go/no go house move dead-
lines approaching. That weekend we spent a lot of
time on and around Summit Avenue—for those of
you who have never visited Minneapolis-St. Paul,
Summit Avenue is a several mile long tree-lined
residential street housing the turn of the century
mansions of the city’s elite. Seeing so many beau-
tifully preserved homes brought smiles to our
faces, but at the same time broke our hearts, be-
cause we knew that that dilapidated but still beauti-
ful house on Washington Street was destined for
the wrecking ball, not for restoration to its former

glory.
What is

That weekend, and Summit Avenue represented a
turning point. There were hours of serious discus-
sion and | think a few tears. Looking back now it’s
all kind of a blur. In the end we couldn’t bear the
thought of losing this house that we loved —its
incredible architectural features, its interior evo-
lutionary changes pristinely preserved, its rich his-
tory. We knew that we would always regret not hav-
ing done everything within our power to preserve
the house. Desperate days ensued but the house
did move and is currently in the process of being
restored.

A few weeks ago the lots were hydro seeded, four
pear trees were planted along Gridley St., the origi-
nal limestone walkway, walkway steps and ornamen-
tal standards were permanently set, and the city side-
walk along Grove St. was replaced. These landscape
changes effectively anchored the house—making
it appear as if it has always been here. The syn-
thetic slate roof has been installed, complete with
copper snow guards and ornamental cresting. Con-
tractor Gary Calhoon fabricated the cresting and
finials to duplicate what was originally on the
house, using early photos as a guide. Repair work
on the turret roof, additional flashing installation,

roofing of the front porch, and adding ridge vents,
cresting and finials to the rest of the roof ridges
remains to be done. All gutter work is complete
with the exception of copper half round gutters on
the back east side of the house and box gutters on
the front porch. The beautiful black drainage tile,
that you see, will continue to serve as the gutter
downspouts until all exterior wood repair is com-
plete and the house is painted. Cedar sidewall
shingle replacement is nearly complete with only
areas around the dusting porches still requiring re-
pair. The dusting porches have received extensive
restoration. The side dusting porch has been com-
pletely rebuilt and the front dusting porch has seen
removal of the weatherproof coating on the floor,
replacement of rotted support beams, rework of
the drainage system, installation of new metal
flooring, application of new interior cedar sidewall
shingles and a new top cap. Both dusting porches
will receive a new weatherproof coating on their
floors and at some point we will add railing and a
spandrel on the front dusting porch to restore it to
its 1894 appearance. Exterior painting on the up-
per stories of the west side of the house is nearing
completion. Paint colors were selected to mimic
what was on the house originally. We looked at pro-
tected areas of the house and bottom layers of paint
while scraping to determine the original color pal-
ette and then selected the closest matches to pe-
riod paint colors, using historical paint reference
books as guides. Our focus will be on priming any
remaining new wood and getting a top coat paint
on the 3rd story east side and back of the house, as
weather permits.

We’ve been taking advantage of the extremely warm
and dry Fall weather, spending the majority of our
time on activities on the exterior of the house. Sub-
sequently, there hasn’t been much progress on the
interior of the house. The house is currently cleaner
than it has probably been for the last 60+ years.
The 2nd floor has received intensive cleaning from
floor to ceiling, with several hours being spent
cleaning each room—ceilings and walls scrubbed
with diluted TSP, wood work washed down using
Ivory soap, floors were vacuumed many times over
and then damp mopped. The 1st floor received
slightly less attention as we prepared for the Octo-
ber 22nd Restoration Tour. The house won’t be
passing “the white glove test” anytime soon but you

Continued next page
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can walk across the floors without leaving foot-
prints in the dust, and it looks, smells and feels
good. With cooler temperatures approaching we
recently had natural gas service activated, had the
thermostat for the basement furnace installed, and
started the hot water heater. Completing restora-
tion and installation of the basement windows is
high on our work priority list.

We’re usually so intent on looking ahead at tasks
yet to be completed that we don’t often take the
time to think about or fully appreciate all that has
been accomplished with the house’s restoration.
On November 15th we’ll be quietly celebrating the
house’s move date anniversary——reflecting on
what was, what could have been and what has been
accomplished——and of course we will be dream-
ing about what will be..........

Diana and Dawn

CUSTOM CAR CARE
&

AUTO SALES

CLEAN LOCAL USED CARS

COMPLETE AUTO & TRUCK DETAILING
711 East Washington Street  838.3809

Pete Hettinger, owner & Mitch Ely, Manager

Your Representative To Bloomington City
Government

Karen Schmidt

Alderman, Ward 6

409 East Grove Street
Bloomington, |L
Home 829-6318 - Work 217-244-2070
karens@uiuc.edu

ARE YOU NEW TO
DIMMITT’S GROVE?

Welcome to our wonderful neighborhood!
We would like to drop off a Welcome Packet
to help you get to know our neighborhood
better. The packet includes: name of your
DGNA block captain and officers, a historic
walking tour guide, City and garbage pickup
information, and more. If interested, please
call Pamala Eaton at 829-3424 for your
Welcome Packet.

Asahel Gridley
Antiques
213-217-21% E. Front
Bloomingron, [linois
JIM WHITE,
ANDY WILLITS
Hours: Fri. & Sat. 11:00 AM-5:00 PM
Also 3rd Sun. Mkt Sundays
Specializing in Furniture
Shop J09-829-9615 I0-662-1978

(309) B28-2722 R —-?'.-,_'—.....—ﬁ"%rfi.l
1
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AL
. B. Katchery & Garden Center

FOR ALL YOUR LAawn AND GARDEN NEEDS

JEFF & LYNN McCAIN @16 E. GROVE 5T
Owinars BLOOMINGTOM, IL 61701




MCLEAN COUNTY MUSEUM OF
HISTORY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Through January 29, 2006

Prairie Thunder: 80 years of Midwestern Railroad
Photography. With its speeding locomotives and
long silhouette breaking the horizon, photographers
have long been thrilled by the railroad and attempted
to capture its image. As the photographer’s gaze
meets the rails, the rail worker, his visage weath-
ered by vigilant years of hard labor, gazes back and
is also captured by the camera. This exhibit fea-
tures 75 such images from the Pantagraph archives,
and photographers Steve Smedley and Bruce Meyer.
Guest curated by Michael G. Matejka, legislative
director for the Great Plains Laborers District
Council, covering northern Illinois, lowa, Nebraska
and South Dakota, and editor of the Grand Prairie
Union News.

Through August 11, 2007

Journey through the Great Depression. From the
crash of the stock market, through the bombing of
Pearl Harbor, the exhibit takes visitors on a “road
trip” through the 1930s — an expedition that ex-
plores the broad range of conditions experienced
by local residents in their 11-year journey through
the Great Depression. Guest curator is Dr. Sandra
Harmon, retired ISU professor of History.

Through January 22, 2005
Depression Quilt Raffle tickets continue to be
available until the drawing on January 22. All pro-
ceeds benefit the Prestele Print restoration project.
Ticket holders need not be present to win.

Saturdays, through August 2007

Barter Saturdays. Bartering for goods and services
was common during the Great Depression, as well
as donating items to the less fortunate people in
the community. Every Saturday during the run of
the Depression exhibit, visitors may barter for ad-
mission by bringing any item listed to donate to
the residents of Safe Harbor homeless shelter.
Barter items may include trial-sized shampoo,
combs, antiperspirant, toothbrush and paste, dis-
posable razors, lotion, paper plates, plastic eating
utensils, socks, towels, sheets and blankets for twin
beds, pine cleaner, dryer sheets and powdered laun-
dry soap. Men’s clothing is especially needed.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUP-
PORT!

December 3, 2005 CANCELLED
Christmas at the Courthouse cancelled due to re-
pairs on the fire-damaged dome. The museum will
be decorated and admission to the Museum will be
free. Quilt raffle rescheduled for January 22, 2006.

December 24 and 25, 2005
Building Closed for Christmas Holiday

December 28, 2005 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
What to do with that train set you got for Christ-
mas, a father-son workshop. Look for details in
your mailbox!

December 31, 2005 through January 1, 2006
Building closes at 1:00 p.m. for New Year’s holi-
day

January 17, 2006 7:00 p.m.
McLean County Genealogical Society 40th Anni-
versary Celebration.

January 22, 2006 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Depression-era Feed Sacks day. Bring your Depres-
sion-era quilts and other items made from feed
sacks to display and discuss, then stay for Anita
Revelle’s lecture “Quilts, Aprons and More: The
American Feed Sack.” Ms. Revelle will be our guest
raffle host to draw the winning ticket for the quilt.
Refreshments.

February 4, 2006 through May 25, 2008
Presence, Pride & Passion: African Americans in
McLean County. Since their arrival in the 1840s,
African Americans have helped to shape this com-
munity. Their strong drive for independence, their
actions against racial injustices, and their desire to
celebrate the uniqueness of their culture are ex-
plored in this ground breaking exhibit.

February 4, 2006 10:00 a.m.

Curator’s lecture: Presence, Pride and Passion: A
History of African Americans in McLean County.
Dr. Pamela Buchanan Muirhead and John W.
Muirhead present stories of the growth of McLean
County’s Black communities, with special recog-
nition of BNBHP’s contributors and founding mem-
bers. Refreshments.



LEAF COLLECTION INFO

In addition to the regular garbage, recycle and bulk
and brush routes, daily leaf collection continues.
Because we have a short window of opportunity to
collect leaves prior to snow season, we are also
planning on collecting leaves the next two Satur-
days as well. Following the Saturday after Thanks-
giving, we will update you again on our leaf collec-
tion status.

On atypical overtime Saturday we will have 53 em-
ployees and all leaf collection equipment working
using employees from both the solid waste and
street and sewer divisions.

We average removing about 300 cubic yards, or
about 12 garbage truck loads, of compacted leaves
from City streets every day. In a typical year we
collect between 6500 and 7000 cubic yards of
leaves. To date, we have collected 2685 cubic yards.
By Thanksgiving last year we had collected around
5000 cubic yards of leaves. As you know, we col-
lect leaves year round and residents can place leaves
out anytime. The fall is our busiest leaf collection
time but in the recent past we have also used leaf
collection crews in the spring as well.

Please call Rick Clem, Robbie Henson, or me if
you have any specific questions regarding the City’s
leaf collection program. Thanks.

Brian Brakebill,
Bloomington head of public service
Brian and his staff do a really great job for us.

Karen Schmidt Alderman, Ward 6
City of Bloomington

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Worship Services at 9:00 and 11:15AM
Services Televised on CH 20, Mon at 8PM,
Sunday at 11AM (Delayed 1 week)

Sunday School held at 10:15AM

Interpreted for hearing impared

Van Services Available

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.WESLEY-UMC.COM

Rev. Vaughn Hoffman - Pastor
Reay. Stan Irvin - Associate Pastor
827.8046
502 East Front 5t, Bloomington

{Washington & McLean Sta)

NEIGHBORHOOD
BREAK-INS

Neighbors should be aware that there are
thieves active in the neighborhood. There
was a break-in at Halloween time at 603
E. Front. A back basement window was
broken to gain access. Thieves took video
games and looked for goodies in other
parts of the house.

In November, a bicycle was stolen from a
locked porch at 702 E. Front. Please
watch for neighborhood activity that
doesn’t fit and report suspicious activity
to the police.

Vicki L Tilllon
Permanenl Make Up

Vicki Tilton
Indepemdant Tachmicmn

200 W, Maonroa
Surm 306
Bloominghan, 1L 61701

Fhone S0E-747 -850

|+ Eqmail yifolfox-n-housdscam
Webele wwew vic kitiitan com

GEEKY GLASSES GOT YOU
DOWN?

We'll find
the look
that's
right for
youl!
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KELLY’S BAKERY & CAFE

November 15, 2005 was the first day for Kelly’s
to be open. Itis a wonderfully cozy and casual res-
taurant in downtown. Weekday hours are 6:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m.. She is open on Saturday 7 a.m. to 2 p.m..
There are no Sunday hours.

Does a roasted red pepper sandwich with some
nicely spiced humus appeal to your tastes? It did to
mine. The menu includes soups, salads, quiche,
grilled sandwiches and a wonderful selection of
“baked on the premises” cookies, scones and other
great tasting things from the oven. Of course, this
is by no means the entire menu.

Kelly started out baking in her home. She first
brought cookies to the teacher’s lounge at her
school. It did not take long and she could not keep
up with the demand for her cookies and other baked
goods. Knowing she needed to expand, Kelly ap-
proached the owners of Pumpernickel’s to rent
their kitchen and found out the restaurant was go-
ing to be for sale. After making changes to create
a new restaurant Pumpernickel’s has become
“Kelly’s Bakery & Café”.

With the change in name and ownership came new
ideas. One of the first changes was to feature the
work of local artists on the walls of the restaurant.
They are offered the space at no commission and
Kelly only asks, “If one sells, please replace it with
another”...

babbitt's books

*
"

hl

-

buying and selling
used and rare books

{howse cals for large coleclions)

Featuring books of
local and state history

104 north street ~ downtown normal
309.454.7393

vehw our stock anbne at:
wiww . babbittsbooks.com

Anna, the manager, and most of the staff have stayed
on. Kelly’s is a great place for breakfast, lunch or a
late day coffee with more than enough baked des-
serts to chose from.

Kelly and her husband Jamie live in Dimmitt’s
Grove and wanted to make a connection with the
downtown business community. They have suc-
ceeded. Want more information? Please call 820-
1200. Kelly’s is located at 113 North Center St.
That is half way between Front and Washington in
the downtown.

werchans, “1 found it
i Downtown!”
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°

=

- Shop downtown Bloarminglon
for a wide vanety of gifts,
accessonies, food and fun.

Loak for thes logo in the
window we're dedicated
to making downtown great!
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Dot birthiay party or

special event!

402 N. Main Stmat - Downtown Efmmngtun
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BLOOMINGTON PUBLIC
LIBRARY
Growing and Changing:
Library Construction
Soon, Bloomington Public Library will be a more
convenient, inviting and up-to-date facility.

Bloomington Public Library will begin
construction this fall on an expansion project.

Bloomington Public Library is currently about
44,000 square feet. The expansion will add 7,500
square feet of new space and 4,000 square feet of
reclaimed space (recaptured from the upper lobby
and business office area). The project will be com-
pleted in 3 phases over the next 10-12 months. The
project costs approximately $3 million.

As with all construction projects, there will be park-
ing issues, noise, dirt, chaos! And, to be honest,
we can hardly wait! We’ll do our best to keep cus-
tomers notified throughout the project. Feel free
to call and ask for information; also, check out our
website - www.bloomingtonlibrary.org - for up-
dates.

The expansion helps the library meet the
community’s needs for library services. The grow-
ing expectations of the community for materials,

Bloomington Public Library
205 East Olive St. Phone 828.6091

Books, Magazines, Videos, CD's
Reference Service, Story Times,
Bookmabile, Internet, Computers

www.bloomingtonlibrary.org
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technologies, services for children as well as young
adults, group study spaces, and quiet spaces are
addressed. The changes taking place offer flexibil-
ity for the future.

There will be one main entrance, with customers
seeing staff at the circulation desk immediately
upon entering the building; an audio/visual area to
meet the high demand from customers; more shelf
space in the new book area; more efficient use of
the building, (making it easier for customers to find
things); two group study rooms; a quiet reading
room; a warm, welcoming atmosphere for custom-
ers; the opportunity to better showcase new mate-
rials and technology; a vending area; flexible space
to meet future needs; drive up book drops; and
much more.

Jane Chamberlain

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Drigciples of Clhriss

Worship with Bloomingion™s Oldest Continuing
Congregation al 8:45 and 1100 Sundavs

H Wesi Jefferson, Bloomingion
RIGUR2T www himfceorg  office@binfoc.org

2203 Easttand Dr , Suite 1
Bigomington, IL 61704

oFFICE: (309) 654-8571

ToLL rree: (00} 862-0210
moBiLE; (208) B3B-B213

Faa (3089) 664-8588

E-maiL: glbeck@bradyweaver com

GAYE L. BECK

REALTOR®

GENE’S DAIRY DELIGHT

Home of the

“AVALANCHE”

CONE, SHAKES, SUNDAES
VANILLA, CHOCOLATE, TWIST, STRAWBERRY ICE CREAM

1019 SOUTH MAIN BLOOMINGTON, IL 309.829.6022




GRANDMA NORLINE’S
ZUCCHINI BREAD

*1 cup Brown Sugar

*1 cup White Sugar

1 cup Oil

3 cups Flour

1 tsp Soda

Y tsp Baking Powder

2 tsp Cinnamon

Y cup Nuts (pecans or walnuts crushed)-Optional

Y cup Raisins (if desired)-Optional- | never use
them

2 cups Grated Zucchini
3 tsp Vanilla

Mix all together and pour into 2 well *greased loaf
pans.

Bake at 350° for 1 hour.

*Note: | have been experimenting some with
Splenda and like the out come. They recently came
out with a Brown Sugar version too with % the
sugar. For a lighter and healthier version | would
like to try that sometime as this is sugar laden, but
very good. Also you can always use the new Cook-
ing spays with oil and flour to substitute for Well
Greased.

Enjoy!!!! And pass it along. Grandma makes the
best Zucchini Bread.

Dan Shepard

. Used. Rare and
HbOl[l"E 00h5 Out-of-Print Books
PO Bousht, Sold

and Traded

Tues-Fri

10;30-5:30

R s " Saturday
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www.abouthooksstore.com
Emaill; aboutbooks & abouthooksstore.com
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Quality Full Service Nail Care

Hair Design
403 E. Front 5t

Blaomington, IL 61701

o FANTASTIC
FAVORITES

— HOME OF —
GEBBY'S BEER BATTER CHICKEN
AND KING TENDERLOIM
“COLDEST BEER AROUND®

EMJOY OUR BEER GARDEN

TRY OUR STEAKS, CATFISH &
AUTHENTIC BUFFALC WINGS

Ty owr sther locations in Peoria & Mortan
CALL AHEAD FOR CARRYOQUT

B10 E Brove 329'5541 Blodminglen

(AT T

STEATIO

Located Close to Dimmitt's Grove

828.2323

220 East Front
Street
Bloomington, IL

Visit Our SPONSQLS



